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THE RENAISSANCE

ITALIAN BORN, NEW YORK CHIC, FLORIDA SAVWY, UGO COLOMBO HAS
COME TO DEFINE AND DOMINATE MIAMI'S HIGH-END CONDO MARKET

by Risa CHorr
BUTBUL

his reserved, shikingly

good-iooking class act

may look like he s mone

apt to be casually sailing

the shores in the South of

France with fiends than
mnning one of Miamis most
respected real estate development
firns, but he commandeers both
ships gracefully. An intermotional
imniport, e hos left his mark in South
Floiida, cutiing info its skyiing with
shie, elegance and detemination.
The resulf? Everyone wants fo be
Ugo Colombo, but no one can
seem to nall down just the nght
combination: the perfect genfie-
man and the visionary builder.

In Ugo's eves, Miomis futue i
bright and his projects ane a lobor
of love. The two are closely
inferconnected because he hos
indeed corved a path for other
developers that, along with him,
have redefined Miomi with colorful,
architecturally  innovative  structures
that aiter the way Miami locks, and is
locked ot by the rest of the word.,
Ugo Colombo s a modest man,
but he is clso decidedly the most
hands-on, inveniive, and progresshve
developer in recent Miami histony:

Bom in taly ond educated In the
United States, Colombo has come fo
define what refined Iy, fashioned
fiom a meticulous eye, means In
residential developrment, From Bristol
Tower to his stil- unnamed cument
underaking, he has given bith
to some of the most elegant and
exclusive homes In South Flodida,
ones that represent the uitirmote in
upscale Iving and that stand os
landmarks that invoke shear awe.

FLORIDA

"His nome cames with it o great
deal of weight. When vou buy into
a Colombo devwelopment, you're
buying irto a standard of excelence
el irmitcted in the maketploce,”
nates Phylis Apple, pubiicist exdroond-
naire, who has been workdng with
Colomibo for over a decode.

Colombo lounched his real
estate coreer a5 o propery
manoger for absenfee owners of
The Impedal on Bickell Avenue,
where his family owned a
penthouse, Whether by a shoke of
Iuck, shrewd business savwy, of both,
the young entrepreneur ocquined
the remaining Inventory in the
building through foreclosure and
ultimately orchestrated a  highby-
successful sell-out of the property.
His paricipation resuted in refuming
the Imperial o s ploce os one of
the areq’s premier condominiurm
developrments.

When he began fo clear 2127
Bricksll Avenue to develop Brdstol
Tower a few years lafer, he came up
with the concept of crealing a
cunvilinear fower Bristol Tower's

offtactve 40-stony cundineor glass
design stonds as a londmark in the
now well-established and  highly
prestigious areq. its ponoramic views
of Biscoyne Bay and the City
of Miomi, state-of-the-art security,
and on exiroordinary  Interor
design helped propel o record-
breaking sel-out of the $80 milion,
147-unit propearty.

Colombo outdid even himself
with Santa Maria, Bristol Tower's sister,
The twin-cyliinder condominium's
54 stores surpassed all other
residentiol developments as the
tallest bullding south of ew York City
and further distinguished fself with a
ful-senice health-spa-in-the-sky that
encompasses the entire 515t floor,

In 1995, Colombo entered into a
joint venture with Don and Jeff
Soffer of Tumberry Associates in
developing Porto Vita, a $400
milion Meditemanean-stie viloge in
Aventura. Incomporating Colombo's
own sense of shle elegonce
and privacy. the developers imifed
buiding o only 375 homes on an
expansive 18-ocre developrment,

Mext, Colombo tumed his
attenfion to Coral Gables with 4000
Ponce, a mixed-use commercial
tower completed In 2002, Bafore he
broke ground on the four-block
development, he bought up all the
sumounding properties fo enadicate
any possibiity of dissension from
other property owners.  The
Mediteranean-sivle  development
Includes 750,000 square feet of
state-of-the-art, Class-A office space
and ground-floor retal, as wel as the
Ieury outo deglership known as The
Collaction, which Colomibo owns.
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Lost year, Colombo becarme a pariner
in Glasswall LLC, taking over the fledgling
business bacause he wanted to maintain
fotal confrol over product quality, cost
and delvery.,

According to Colombo, “In this
business, onime product delivery and
custorner sernvice are fop  priorities.
| could ensure that by having o hand
in the entine process.”

His imvolverment alone has propelled
the Miomi-bosed gloss ond  window
rranufaciuring company 1o an in-demand
empire. With Colombo at the heim,
Glasswall has developed a number of
impoct-resistont  window  systermns  that
excead Miomi-Dade County's stringent
requiraments, and has even invented o woy
to efiminate the need for disuptive and
congpicuous sils in residences, while st
uphoiding bullding codes,

A real estate shategist at heart, Colomibo
s akko a perectionist, Whie the two seem
paradorical, the combined atffibutes hove
eamed him unwavering respect and a
coache of inventory worth more than
$700 million, Colornbo plays an instrurnental
role in every declgon, from the purchase
negaotiations to the architeciural plans and
the intericr details,

“Perhaps it's my falian blood, but | prefer
o take poinstaking meosures to ensure that
every detall falls info ploce than take a
backseat—becauwse my wok reflects me,
my commitment to good design; s the
realization of a well-thought-out wvislon,”
asserts the 43-year old founder and
president of CMC Group,

For instance, Grovenor House, Colombo’s
neweast condominium desveloprment faking
shape ocross from the maina in Coconut
Grove, includes signature high-tech features
ke Grovenor Link, a cordiess in-residence
touch-pad conclerge.

"Ugo is involved in every aspect. rnght
dawn to the light switches,” explains Apple.
*People, buyers and colleagues alike,
recognize this approoch and welcome it
becouse it establishes a standard in the
incdustry, and frankly, s refieshing to see
that level of commitrnent.”

Colormbo has come to ba revered for his
ability to stucture effective parnerships
to help enswe the success of his
developments and design  signature
high-end product. His relationship with
Architect Luis Revuelta dates back 15 years,
when he lent his experise to Bristol Tower,
Since then, Revuelto hos been taking
Colombo’s ideas and menging them into
thought-provoking, visual masterpleces.
Ruvuelta describes his ond Colombo's
relationship as a mutually beneficial one.
"Together we have been developing a
vocabulary over the years,” explains
Revuetta, “Like myself, Ugo is hands-on and
detal-oiented, which not only mokes it
easier during the design process, but also
aliows us fo truly harmmer out the shared
vigion Qs we progress. Working with him is
truby an architect's dream.”

At Grovenor House, in which Revuelto
again Is serving as archifect, Colombo
commissioned fellow Halian Michele
Bonan, an intemationally-recognized
designer based In Florence, fo create
an enchanting loboy. He usherad him
over land ond sea to ensure the

spoce represents a radical departure from
fraditional condominium developments.

Colombo is now teaming up with the
Lionstone Group, which bought the Dupont
Ploza property in 2001, to builld a new city
landrmark in downtown Miarmi The 5225 mil-
lion miked-used development is Colomibo's
lorgest and most dromatic addition to the
urban Miami skvline, and is lkocated on one
of the city's choicest parcels of real estate:
the site of the aging Dupont Plaza,

The expansive waterfront development in
downtown Miami, which overooks the
Miarmi River and Biscoyne Boy, will likedy take
shape s two glistening towers on the norh
bank of the rver This fime, the design
calls for a two-story pedestian bridge
connecting the ftwo bulldings ot the
14th flioor. In oddifion, the city is planning
o extend s public Riversalk along the
bank of the Miami River creating another
amenity for hotel gueasts and residents.

Colombo never really intendead to leave
a legacy; his purpose was only to bulld
quality projects that affract the offfuent
from around the globe. The Brickell boom
is now extending to other areas, with
Colornbo leading the way, He sees no sign
of slowing down; not him and not Miami's
real estate scene. "l sat out to conceive of
and develop livable works of art that are
fimeless,” he concludes. And with that,
Colombo unknowingly concedes that he s
creating a legacy indeed, +
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